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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WELCH of Vermont). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, July 26, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable PETER 
WELCH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
Lord God, Your law and Your proph-

ets lead Your people to You. To follow 
them and discover enlightened truth 
only about the present age is to end up 
in a blind alley. 

May all lawmakers this day know 
Your presence and seek Your guidance, 
that they may lead to true justice and 
lasting peace. Otherwise, Your people 
are left to flounder. 

Without You we are left with nothing 
and accomplish only a mayhem of ac-
tion without focus or direction. 

You are the way, the truth, and life, 
now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
BARRETT) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a concurrent resolution of 
the House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 190. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing printing of the brochure entitled 
‘‘How Our Laws Are Made’’, the document- 
sized, annotated version of the United States 
Constitution, and the pocket version of the 
United States Constitution. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 1642. An act to extend the authorization 
of programs under the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 1716. An act to amend the U.S. Troop 
Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recov-
ery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations 
Act, 2007, to strike a requirement relating to 
forage producers. 

S. 1877. An act to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to prescribe that members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans out of uni-
form may render the military salute during 
hoisting, lowering, or passing of flag. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE FARM BILL AND REFORMING 
CROP INSURANCE 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the one 
thing that we should all be able to 
agree on in this House regarding the 
upcoming farm bill is the need to re-
form crop insurance. The folks back 
home are demanding that we cut Fed-
eral spending, and this is not only a 
great way to do it, it is probably the 
best way to do it. 

There are only 16 crop insurance 
companies in America, but, sadly, each 
one is addicted to corporate welfare 
from Washington. Reforming these 
companies can save at least $2 billion a 
year without hurting a single farmer. 
Let’s stop these middlemen from tak-
ing 40 cents out of every dollar the tax-
payers offer to help the American 
farmer. 

The Cooper-Waxman-McGovern 
amendment unites this House, from 
conservative Blue Dogs to progressive 
Members. It is a bipartisan approach. 
We simply adopt the reform proposals 
of the Bush administration. That is all 
we do. These are not radical ideas; 
these are USDA approved. But these 
ideas will save over $2 billion a year. It 
won’t kill the industry; it will just 
trim back the massive subsidy flows. 

Farm bill supporters should also en-
dorse these because they reduce the 
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